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KAFA’s Clarifications on “Dissecting Lebanese Law 293 on Domestic Violence: Are
Women Protected?”” IFI Policy Brief

Following the release of Issam Fares Institute’s (IFI) policy brief on Law 293 entitled
“Dissecting Lebanese Law 293 on Domestic Violence: Are Women Protected?”, and given the
direct relevance of the subject to KAFA’s work since its preparation of the draft law to protect



women from family violence in 2007, until the promulgation of the law in 2014 and the
organization’s follow up on its application, KAFA would like to clarify the following:

First: The 175 official protection orders mentioned in the policy brief are limited to the period
extending from May 2014 to December 2015. The number of official protection orders issued to
date exceeds 500 orders.

Second: The number of documented cases of women killed as a result of family violence crimes
after the statement of the law to date is 40 women.

Third: Despite the legal restrictions facing refugee women in Lebanon, the Public Prosecutor's
Office refrained from arresting any refugee who filed a complaint related to family violence even
if her residency was illegal. KAFA followed up on nearly 50 complaints submitted by Syrian
refugees. It is worth mentioning that the first official protection order issued following the
adoption of the law in 2014 was in favor of a Syrian refugee woman.

Fourth: The establishment of a national fund for helping the victims of family violence is
stipulated by the Law 293. The Ministry of Social Affairs, however, has not established the fund
yet.

Fifth: A draft amendment of Law 293 has already been approved by the Government on August
3, 2017. The draft amendment filled the gaps in the law and reformulated articles that carry more
than one interpretation to ensure an improved implementation of protection from violence. The
draft amendment was prepared by KAFA in partnership with the Ministry of Justice based on
recommendations by judges and two studies conducted by KAFA in 2016 on the protection
orders and the application of the law.

KAFA is currently working towards referring the draft amendment of Law 293 to the Parliament
to be voted on.

KAFA
8 January 2017



