Join us to demand the recognition of the Domestic Workers’ Union in Lebanon!

Since years, migrant domestic workers (MDWSs) have been struggling to achieve their basic rights. Recently this
year, a union for domestic workers was founded with a mission to protect and defend their rights, but the Lebanese
Law was interpreted in such a way as to deprive them of the right to organize, knowing that there is no clear legal
text that prevents them from doing so.

Although the number of MDWs in Lebanon is estimated between 150 and 220 thousand workers out of an estimated
labor force of 1.45 million people, domestic workers are still excluded from the Labor Law as stated in Article 7.

As a result, these workers do not benefit from their rights to minimum wage, maximum working hours, paid leave...
and today, they are intentionally deprived of the right to association and organization.

What is wrong with the current legal system?

Domestic workers are not included in the Labor Law, which means they are denied rights given to
workers in other sectors, such as: minimum wage, a weekly day off, a maximum number of working hours,
the right to end an employment relationship and to find a new employer (unless an official release is
obtained from their previous employer) etc., therefore, they are deprived of basic mechanisms through
which they can access support.

The Kafala/ Sponsorship System: it is a major factor contributing to the vulnerability of MDWs, and in
many cases leads to slavery-like conditions and situations of trafficking. The Kafala system is a set of
practices and regulations that ties each MDW to one employer for their residence and work permits for the
duration of their contract. It is the only legal path used to employ MDWs. Under this system, domestic
workers are deprived of the legal protection that all workers should enjoy.

It is an unjust system for MDWs and employers as well.

MDWs lack proper access to legal protection mechanisms and redress, and consequently feel isolated,
frightened and trapped. Widespread human rights abuses and violations have led to a high suicide rate
among MDWs.

The lack of regulation of recruitment/employment agencies, where high fees are imposed by agencies or
brokers, in the origin and destination countries. This means most MDWSs begin work in Lebanon with a
large debt to repay, which makes them more vulnerable to exploitation.

An alternative framework is possible...
Join the struggle by demanding the recognition of the Domestic Workers’ Union in Lebanon,
a better legal protection for MDWs, and the replacement of the sponsorship system by a legal framework that is

based on a just and fair employment relationship.

We call upon the Lebanese government to grant MDWs more legal protection by:

e Including domestic work under Lebanese Labor Law, which also implies an official recognition of their
right to organize;

e Ratifying ILO Convention No. 189 on decent work for domestic workers;

e Granting MDWs basic labor rights: the right to break their contract, to have fixed working and resting
hours, the right to a day off outside the house, etc.;

e Reviewing and increasing monitoring of the recruitment and employment process, and decreasing
recruitment fees;

e Finding an alternative to the system of responsibility that ties the presence of a migrant domestic worker
to an exclusive employer;

e More thoroughly investigating the cases of abuse, suicide, and unnatural deaths of MDWs.
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