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What is sponsorship?

Sponsorship is a set of practices and regulations that legally ties migrant
domestic workers (MDWSs) to one employer for their residence and work
permits for the duration of their contract.

Sponsorship is an unjust system for domestic workers as well as employers.
It creates a master/slave relationship.

Why are we calling for an alternative system?

e This system creates dependency between MDWs and their employers. It
makes the workers dependent upon their employers for their residence and
work permits; workers cannot change their employment unless they obtain
an official release from their employer;

e The sponsorship system and the high recruitment costs employers pay
make them feel responsible for the presence of the worker in Lebanon. This
feeling of responsibility may lead employers to control the worker’s life and
movement by locking her inside the house, preventing her from speaking with
her family, friends or neighbors, and keeping her passport...because they fear
she will “run away”;

e If an MDW is abused, she has a limited ability to seek help or leave the
house for fear of losing her legal status.

What are our demands?

¢ Implement an alternative governance scheme based on a fair employment
relationship that guarantees the rights of both parties and is in line with
human rights principles as stipulated in international conventions;

¢ Extend the coverage of the Lebanese labor law to include domestic workers
and grant them their basic rights, such as their right to terminate their
contract and change employers like any other worker;

¢ Review and increase monitoring of the current processes of recruitment of
migrant domestic workers and decrease recruitment fees;

¢ Ensure social protection and legal recourse for MDWs.
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